June 26, 2007
The regularly scheduled meeting of the County Roads Board of Caroline County, Maryland convened at 9:00 a.m. on June 26, 2007 in the hearing room, Courthouse, Denton.        




Attending:
Jefferson L. Ghrist, Board Chairman 






John W. Cole, Member







Roger L. Layton, Member 






Charles C. Cawley, County Administrator






Harry T. Cole, Roads Superintendent





On motion by Mr. John Cole, and seconded by Roger Layton, the Roads Board minutes of the May 29, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved.


Mr. Harry Cole reported on the progress of the maintenance crews stating they were mowing grass, cleaning up around the guardrails, and patching surfaced roads in preparation for the resurfacing program scheduled to begin in August.  Mr. Jeff Garrett, Weed Control Coordinator, sprays periodically around the guardrails to help keep the growth down.  They are also machine ditching with the Gradall, replacing some small entrance pipes due to being crushed or filled up, working on service requests, and scraping dirt roads when the weather permits.


Mumford & Miller Concrete has started the replacement of the bridge on River Bridge Road.  The deck will be used as a template to drive the new pilings.  There will be some realignment of the new bridge.  Some vandalism has occurred at the construction site.  


Mr. Harry Cole stated the contractor has finished hauling the gravel on Collins Road, and they are now working on Pinetown Road.  Once the roads have been brought up to grade and compacted satisfactorily, they will be paved in September, if not before.           


The bridge engineering is continuing on Mason Bridge and Legion Road Bridge.  Inspections are being done on Jefferson Pond Subdivision and Branfields Subdivision.  
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Mr. Roger Layton inquired about a standard for guardrail.  Mr. Harry Cole stated the county uses W-Beam galvanized guardrail.  The guardrail on Wilkins Branch Road is weathered steel.  It looks rustic, but it doesn’t take away from the integrity of the steel.  An independent study is conducted to see where guardrail is warranted, and as the Commissioners allocate money, the suggested improvements are made.  


Mr. John Cole discussed the signage at the intersection of Laurel Grove Road and Richardson Road suggesting a four way stop at that location.  The suggestion was made that all of the above approaches should have stop signs.  Mr. Harry Cole stated that, at this location, the roadways are staggered, or misaligned.  Double head arrow signs and stop bars are in place at these roadways.  The county’s independent study, done by Lane Engineering, addresses all of these issues, makes recommendations, and when funds are available, the improvements are made.  


Mr. Harry Cole reported that Public Works has received three new trucks.  The trucks have a white cab, with a green body.  The two color scheme is supposed to have a higher visibility.


Mr. Jeff Ghrist commented on the work at the Holly Road Collection Site.  Mr. Charles Cawley stated that the final report has been received from Brian Baumgartner, Maryland Department of the Environment, Solid Waste Division.  The only determination the county is waiting for is from Harry Hunsicker, Maryland Department of the Environment, Wetland Enforcement, concerning the vegetation.       

There being no further County Roads Board business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.  

____________________________






Diane F. Pippin






Roads Board Clerk

