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A BILL ENTITLED 
 

REPEAL OF COUNTY FORTUNE TELLING PROHIBITION 
 

CODE OF PUBLIC LOCAL LAWS OF CAROLINE COUNTY 
Chapter 110 – Fortune Telling 

 
For the purpose of deleting Chapter 110 of the Code of Public Local Laws of Caroline County, 
Maryland; providing for the elimination of the prohibition on fortune telling in Caroline County; 
providing  that this title be deemed a fair summary of this public local law for all purposes; and 
relating generally to fortune telling in Caroline County, Maryland. 
 

WHEREAS, Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, generally dealing with 
crimes and related topics, contained a public local law provision prohibiting fortune telling in 
Caroline County, Maryland; and 
 

WHEREAS, the criminal law of Maryland was recodified by the Maryland Legislature 
pursuant to Chapter 26 of the 2002 Session Laws, pursuant to which the Caroline County fortune 
telling prohibition was transferred by the State to the Public Local Laws of Caroline County (the 
“Code”) as Chapter 109 of the Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 21 of the 2003 Session Laws, the Maryland Legislature 
renumbered Chapter 109 – Fortune Telling as Chapter 110 to correct a numbering error; and 
 

WHEREAS, in January 2008 the County Commissioners of Caroline County (“County 
Commissioners”) were made aware of the changes in the location and numbering of the fortune 
telling provision by the State; and  
 

WHEREAS, the fortune telling provision has never been included in the County’s 
publication of its Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, the County Commissioners believe it to be in the best interests of Caroline 
County and its citizens that the prohibition be repealed, as it is not necessary to protect the 
County and its citizens. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
CAROLINE COUNTY, MARYLAND THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. CHAPTER 110 – FORTUNE TELLING of the Code of Public Local Laws of 
Caroline County is hereby deleted in its entirety, said Chapter being reflected below, as reported 
by the State of Maryland Department of Legislative Service, in brackets format to present the 
material being deleted hereby:  

[CHAPTER 110 
         FORTUNE TELLING 
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     110-1. 
 
 (a) Prohibited. 
 
      In Caroline County, a person may not demand or accept payment or a gratuity to forecast 
or foretell, or pretend to forecast or foretell, the future of another person by: 
 
      (1) reading a card; 
 
      (2) reading the palm of a hand; or 
 
      (3) any other scheme, practice, or device. 
 
     (b) Penalty. 
 
     A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is 
subject to imprisonment in the Caroline County Detention Center not exceeding 6 months or a 
fine not exceeding $100 or both.]  
 
SECTION 2.  The title of this Bill, or a condensed version thereof, shall be deemed to be, and is, 
a fair summary of this act for publication and all other purposes. 
 
SECTION 3.  This public local law shall take effect forty-five days after enactment by the 
County Commissioners of Caroline County, Maryland.   
 
 
ENACTED THIS ________ DAY OF ________________________ 2008. 
 
 
ATTEST:            COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

                 CAROLINE COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
 
__________________________  ____________________________________  
SARA B. VISINTAINER    JOHN W. COLE, PRESIDENT 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
 
 ____________________________________ 

 ROGER L. LAYTON, VICE PRESIDENT 
(SEAL) 
       
 _____________________________________ 
      JEFFERSON L. GHRIST, COMMISSIONER 
 


